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If the leadership of this Congress had been 

willing to take a first step, we could have con-
sidered H.R. 4941, the National Electric Reli-
ability Act, which I’m proud to cosponsor. The 
bill would create an independent organization 
to ensure the reliability of the interstate trans-
mission grids. This legislation has already 
passed the Senate with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support. 

Yet this House failed to consider any of 
these measures. Now it’s likely that price 
spikes, power market abuses, and reliability 
problems will continue, especially in my state 
and in places like San Diego where there 
have been such problems. What a dismal out-
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolution. For 
those who come from states who haven’t yet 
felt the impact of higher energy prices, the fail-
ure of this House to take meaningful steps to 
ensure reliable electricity, prevent price spikes, 
and protect against market power abuses in 
the electricity market will come home to your 
state and your constituents as well. 

Mark my words. We’ll be back here next 
Congress in a crisis mode because of the 
House leadership’s failure to take on the hard 
challenges this issue confronts us with. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THUNE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COX) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 650. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX and the Chair’s 
prior announcement, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

MAKING IN ORDER ON FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 27, 2000, CALL OF PRI-
VATE CALENDAR 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. I ask unani-
mous consent that on Friday, October 
27, 2000, it be in order to consider the 
call of the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
f 

FIRE ADMINISTRATION 
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2000 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 655) 

providing for the consideration of the 
bill H.R. 1550 and the Senate amend-
ment thereto. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 655 

Resolved, That, upon the adoption of this 
resolution, the House shall be considered to 
have taken from the Speaker’s table the bill 
H.R. 1550 together with the Senate amend-
ment thereto, and to have concurred in the 
Senate amendment with amendments as fol-
lows: In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the 
following: 

TITLE I—UNITED STATES FIRE 
ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Fire Ad-

ministration Authorization Act of 2000’’. 
SEC. 102. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 
2216(g)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (G); 

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (H) and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(I) $44,753,000 for fiscal year 2001, of which 

$3,000,000 is for research activities, and 
$250,000 may be used for contracts or grants 
to non-Federal entities for data analysis, in-
cluding general fire profiles and special fire 
analyses and report projects, and of which 
$6,000,000 is for anti-terrorism training, in-
cluding associated curriculum development, 
for fire and emergency services personnel; 

‘‘(J) $47,800,000 for fiscal year 2002, of which 
$3,250,000 is for research activities, and 
$250,000 may be used for contracts or grants 
to non-Federal entities for data analysis, in-
cluding general fire profiles and special fire 
analyses and report projects, and of which 
$7,000,000 is for anti-terrorism training, in-
cluding associated curriculum development, 
for fire and emergency services personnel; 
and 

‘‘(K) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2003, of which 
$3,500,000 is for research activities, and 
$250,000 may be used for contracts or grants 
to non-Federal entities for data analysis, in-
cluding general fire profiles and special fire 
analyses and report projects, and of which 
$8,000,000 is for anti-terrorism training, in-
cluding associated curriculum development, 
for fire and emergency services personnel.’’. 
None of the funds authorized for the United 
States Fire Administration for fiscal year 
2002 may be obligated unless the Adminis-
trator has verified to the Committee on 
Science of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate that the obli-
gation of funds is consistent with the stra-
tegic plan transmitted under section 103 of 
this Act. 
SEC. 103. STRATEGIC PLAN. 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than April 30, 
2001, the Administrator of the United States 
Fire Administration shall prepare and trans-
mit to the Committee on Science of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a 5-year strategic plan of pro-
gram activities for the United States Fire 
Administration. 

(b) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The plan required 
by subsection (a) shall include— 

(1) a comprehensive mission statement 
covering the major functions and operations 
of the United States Fire Administration in 
the areas of training; research, development, 

test and evaluation; new technology and 
non-developmental item implementation; 
safety; counterterrorism; data collection and 
analysis; and public education; 

(2) general goals and objectives, including 
those related to outcomes, for the major 
functions and operations of the United 
States Fire Administration; 

(3) a description of how the goals and ob-
jectives identified under paragraph (2) are to 
be achieved, including operational processes, 
skills and technology, and the human, cap-
ital, information, and other resources re-
quired to meet those goals and objectives; 

(4) an analysis of the strengths and weak-
nesses of, opportunities for, and threats to 
the United States Fire Administration; 

(5) an identification of the fire-related ac-
tivities of the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the Department of De-
fense, and other Federal agencies, and a dis-
cussion of how those activities can be coordi-
nated with and contribute to the achieve-
ment of the goals and objectives identified 
under paragraph (2); 

(6) a description of objective, quantifiable 
performance goals needed to define the level 
of performance achieved by program activi-
ties in training, research, data collection and 
analysis, and public education, and how 
these performance goals relate to the gen-
eral goals and objectives in the strategic 
plan; 

(7) an identification of key factors external 
to the United States Fire Administration 
and beyond its control that could affect sig-
nificantly the achievement of the general 
goals and objectives; 

(8) a description of program evaluations 
used in establishing or revising general goals 
and objectives, with a schedule for future 
program evaluations; 

(9) a plan for the timely distribution of in-
formation and educational materials to 
State and local firefighting services, includ-
ing volunteer, career, and combination serv-
ices throughout the United States; 

(10) a description of how the strategic plan 
prepared under this section will be incor-
porated into the strategic plan and the per-
formance plans and reports of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency; 

(11)(A) a description of the current and 
planned use of the Internet for the delivery 
of training courses by the National Fire 
Academy, including a listing of the types of 
courses and a description of each course’s 
provisions for real time interaction between 
instructor and students, the number of stu-
dents enrolled, and the geographic distribu-
tion of students, for the most recent fiscal 
year; 

(B) an assessment of the availability and 
actual use by the National Fire Academy of 
Federal facilities suitable for distance edu-
cation applications, including facilities with 
teleconferencing capabilities; and 

(C) an assessment of the benefits and prob-
lems associated with delivery of instruc-
tional courses using the Internet, including 
limitations due to network bandwidth at 
training sites, the availability of suitable 
course materials, and the effectiveness of 
such courses in terms of student perform-
ance; 

(12) timeline for implementing the plan; 
and 

(13) the expected costs for implementing 
the plan. 

SEC. 104. RESEARCH AGENDA. 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator of the United States Fire 
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